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, FELLS RAY'S STORY 

/ <y 

■ Author lives with inn eel. ’ 


nt cbj^les Ricfi&iUkBaN 
* ?* K<m* MbC writer 
The fin tMi of W*»t be 
dW teems to be well beyond 
Xk\» man’s capacity , but the 
preponderance of evidence 
indicates that James Earl 
Hay killed Martin Luther 
Kit^ alone and unaided in one 
of the Twentieth Century’s 
! 5 t»re monstrous crimes. 

So says visiting eutkiov 
Garold Frank, here for to- 
days Books and Author’s 
Luncheon as part of Birming- 
ham's Festival. of Arts. Be 
has lived with the murder — 
mile by mile, witness by 
witness, clue by clue — for 
the last four year*. 

The result Is new and 
exhaustive book entitled “A® 
American Death” whow at- 
tendant research convinced 
Frank — who also wrote U»e 
b e s t - s e 1 Ung “The Boston 
Strangler*’ — that the Araeri* 
eaa appetite for consptrucic* 
ranks rig* dp there along 

with hot dogs and apple pie. 

• .* * 

i FRANK HIMSELF owns to 
a c o n v «t r a 1 on Somewhere 
along the Ube. because when 
be began the book Ms working 
title was "An American Con- 
spiracy.” . . e 
f Then, altar thousands of 
- mile# and hurtfreds of inter- 
( views. Frank says another 
f Hay omoTfewd. Not the bumb- 
j ling, two&t holdup man and^, 
f ill-starred burglar, but a keen 
} xtir-wise Jailhon^ lawyer who 
V t mm nn aflcptsirt nwrlrjman and 

al 

^ All alune. 

AND FOB WHAT? 

For a kind of Inner criminal 
glory. Frank believes, and 
because Ray hated blacks all 
out of proportion to gardrn- 
varlelv hnte. And for such a 
man, facing life anyway If he 
were ever returned to the 
Missouri prison from where 
he had escaped nut many 
months before, the prospect of 
becoming King’s killer would 


put him right up there wttu, 
say, Lee Harvey Oswald. 

But the iniricaciea of es- 
cape? The false Canadian 
passport? The flight to Eu- 
rope? The seemingW well- 
heeled wallet? Could these be 
the doings of a small time 
convict working alone** 

These chief!' arc the points 
1 rank — sometimes reversing 
his original judgment — puts 
to rest. Not dogmatically, he 
cautions, because he lets Ihe 
protract ed evidence speak for 
itself and ventures to hope 
that the book, to be distribut- 
ed April 4, thuslv becomes 


t "Just 

v facts 


a mirror” /or the real 


Wjf, done mid Air Orica’s 

< gre*u*i'l wax off ana 

< hn«mli£ f • f 

HERE, ALL too briefly, are Off and running, too, were 
the suave and urbane author’s conspriracy theories that have 


salient points: 

Ray planned to kill King in 
Birmingham but found the 
Negro martyr too well guard- 
ed in Jefferson County. While 
here, he reeearchod high-pow- 
ered rifles and their capacity; 
sniper scope# and their 
magnifying power. How much 
« bullet drop at 100 yards? 200 
yards? 

Satlified with the rifle pur- 
chase he eventually made in 
Birmingham. Frank contends. 
Ray then tracked King to 
Memphis and resolved to do 
his killing there because King, 
surrounded by Memphis plain- 
clothesmen rather than uni- 
formed officers seemed less 
well-guarded. 


yet to be put to rest. Frank 
doesn’t think his book will 
dispel them, either, because, 
he says. Americans simply 
refuse U> bfUtve that assassi- 
nations of such magrrttiKk’ are 
not batted by conspiracies of 
comparable dimension 

But What of Rlsy, the in* 
called hick nobody, and the 
clever flight that followed? 
if Says Frank: Everybody in 
the Missouri , prison knew 
Canadian passports were — 
and still are — easily oln ail- 
ed. 

What about the mooty** 

Ray traveled 18,000 imk-s in 
nine months, Frank *•«. md... 
and who’s to say ho\* many 
all-night convenience *iore< 
^ and wayside sendee -ilid ion* 
he knocked over in the n.ean 
time? Thai would expLd hi* 
almost off hand cash pi:r»*ftasi 
of a car in Birmingham hif 
dancing lessons; hi» brief 
career as a student at bar- 
tender scho» •! in L 05 Angeles: 
his fling in the Laurent* at 
Mountain resort* of Canada 
eventual hops to 


So he rented that dingy 
room in the now-famous flop 
house overlooking the ill-fated 
Lorraine Motel in a down-at- 
the-heels part of downtown 
Memphis and he pulled a 
chair to his grimy, lonely 
window. 

And when King appeared on 
his motel balcony Ray went 

■down Hie ball to a bathroom--*— 
for a better angle and, with 4 ‘RAY HATED blacks, lie 

Ms Birmlnghani-houg!)( hunt- * turned down a chance L 
Ing rifle, probably aimed at * transfer to a prison honor 
King’s heart but hit him in ihe farm because jt was integral- 
Bec *- ed.” Frank declares. ’ And tr 

EITHER WAY, the iutinicr wont to Portugal because he 


and his 
Europe. 


wanted lu * ” I a shu* m ' ! 

there to iHV.dm* .♦ i 

cunary <n, lot ir* du . 

Portugese umt ui 
go!aL” 

Ra) , Frank i< tmn. <'d. 
**is much smarter and v 
der than onr would sn* j» 

Amt in "*Vi •Yn.triun 
Death, 4 * Frank says. "in;, 

attempt is t>'#i 1 

thlllJU — JU-L t ■ 

the facts.* 

inevitably ihV it art it 
ulOTK?.” 

MOYINL l:i r 
slowly h t' o L n»U i J 

ainre thr a* ~im»nr v 
talked pn<l * h- 
and vial loo w.i! -t u •■■unit. ’ 
Kinplenest of 1 • 1 . 1 

♦*d to Hwv’a 1 h*.i irrotm i 
owner ami 
He h-dkbd 

policemen ?*f ■ n * ■ * 1 

lors. Into uni. pro 1 ir. 

judge*. He #*v0n took look o 
the hritis** ,(• r t 1 

born. 

f|e conch dr 1 
"Ray iikiu'M 1 «•?.- '<i.~ 

grv«! Of.* 
alone.” 

And Frorl !:!••■ nt 

(W-v to Jl.l*., 

be.ni seller 
time comb . 

He mull: 1 

long moment and : , 

S8' ;• w” 

con* hie al v - 

pride : 

M U ha; mo. ; . 
crirxii' than . 

sore” 


